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DAQUINOMIKE...........ooovviinia 46.90
13837 MARGO AVE
HUDSON FL 34667-1341

DATAMENTORS HOLDINGS INC ................ 2,693.78
2319 OAK MYRTLE LN STE 104
WESLEY CHAPEL FL 33544-6329

DENNY'SRESTAURANT.................. 313.49
PO BOX 850298
RICHARDSON TX 75085-0298

DENNY'SRESTAURANT................. 1,617.95
RREMC LLC
1800 OLD OKEECHOBEE RD
STE100
WEST PALM BCH FL 33409-5207

DIEFFENWIERTH MICHAELTOR ........... 22418
SAMANTHA LYNN
36711 HOWARD AVE
DADE CITY FL 33525-3940

DRAGON DOGS & TWISTED TREATS ........... 7115
ZING ESPRESSO INC
8510 CRANES ROOST DR
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34654-4209

DREHERRODNEY ...........coovvvnnnnt. 16.23
4699 CONTINENTAL DR LOT 591
HOLIDAY FL 34690-5618

EAST WEST ANIMAL HOSPITAL............ 3,855.78
1524 LAND O LAKES BLVD
LUTZ FL 33549-2904

EDIBLE FRUIT PLANTS LLC. .............. 311.33
3030 STARKEY BLVD STE 156
NEW PORT RICHEY FL 34655-2175

EL CHICANITO RESTAURANTII. ........... 554.78
EL CHICANITO RESTAURANT INC
9818 US HIGHWAY 19
PORT RICHEY FL 34668-3847

ESSENTIALS MASSAGE & FACIAL.............. 292.20
OF NEW TAMPA LLC
2230 ASHLEY OAKS CIRCLE
WESLEY CHAPEL FL 33544-6429

EYEDOCTORSTHE. ...........ccoetntt. 1,118.49
7813 MITCHELL BLVD STE 111
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34655-4723

EYEGLASS FACTORY & SHOWROOM......... 120.56
24412 STATE RD 54
LUTZ FL 33559-7303

FAMILY DENTAL CAREINC................. 39.73
AKKANNAPPA HIMANAND BSC BDS DM
DMD PA
38180 MEDICAL CENTER AVE
ZEPHYRHILLS FL 33540-1380

FAMOUS TREASURESINC................. 384.47
4312 LAND O LAKES BLVD
LAND O LAKES FL 34639-3917

FATIMAS ESTATELLC ...t 120.56
19616 LIVINGSTON AVE
LUTZ FL 33559-4015

FIRST BENJAMINEDMD PA............. 2,669.30
6906 MADISON AVE STE 2
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34652-1902

FIVE GUYS BURGERS & FRIES ........... 2,292.46
AEOLUSZPH INC
7954 GALL BLVD
ZEPHYRHILLS FL 33541-4304

FOREST GLEN LODGEINC................. 268.09
7435 PLATHERD
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34653-4554

FOURSTARFUELINC ............c.eees 292.88
(/0 JOSEPH ABRAHAM
29602 STATE ROAD 52
SAN ANTONIO FL 33576-7964

FRIZALONE DANETTESMITH............... 3247
5134 TANGELO DR
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34652-4237

G CM CONSTRUCTIONINC................. 2,036.54
PO BOX 1197
LAND O LAKES FL 34639-1197

GARNER DARBY JEAN..........ccoeeuntn. 29.10
15751 LITTLE RANCH RD
SPRING HILL FL 34610-4313

GAUGED2INC........coooiiiiat, 383.22
134 PARKCREST DR
CARY NC27519-6608

GENESIS AIRCRAFT PARTS INC.................. 405.70
4944 113THAVEN
CLEARWATER FL 33760-4831

GOLDEN TEQUILA RESTAURANT ......... 1,191.79
7205 US HIGHWAY 19
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34652-1640

GOLDSTEIN & ASSOCIATES................ 120.56
2818 CYPRESS RIDGE BLVD
STE130
WESLEY CHAPEL FL 33544-6306

GREAT BAY DISTRIBUTORS INC.............. 8,750.81
2310 STARKEY RD
LARGO FL 33771-3852

GREATCLIPS ... 33.73
1063 BRUCE B DOWNS BLVD
WESLEY CHAPEL FL 33544-9257

GREENJOHNR ..., 30.78
65 MOUNTAIN RD
SABATTUS ME 04280-4129

GREENTREE SERVICING LLC. .............. 309.01
9119 CORPORATE LAKE DR STE 175
TAMPA FL 33634-2360

GRIFFINJEFFERY.......ooviiiiiiins 1,552.69
15212 STATERD 52
LAND O LAKES FL 34638-6811

GRILL54 ... 1,393.46
10900 STATE ROAD 54 STE 105
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34655-2267

GRUBBS CONSTRUCTION (O ............... 909.91
PO BOX 12113
BROOKSVILLE FL 34603-2113

GYRO & PHILLY FACTORY................ 554.78
AMAZTASTE LLC
339 RANCH RD
TARPON SPGS FL 34688-9027

HEALTH MART PHARMACY .............. 175.59
PORT RICHEY PHARMACY HEALTHMAR
4426 SAWGRASS DR
PALM HARBOR FL 34685-1089

HENRY LAURAANN ..., 3214
38202 RAVEN RD
ZEPHYRHILLS FL 33540-3922

HIGLEY RICHARDF..........oooiit, 30.78
7741 GREENLAWN DR
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34653-3651

HIROS TOKYO JAPANESE SEAFOQD........ 1,006.93
STEAK HOUSE
LIN & LIN INC
2637 BANNER STONE CT
HOLIDAY FL 34691-7844

HOBBS FRANCIS EOR HELM JAMIE .......... 57.08
8847 OLD LAKELAND HWY
DADE CITY FL 33525-1404

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS................. 7,067.95
10619 US HIGHWAY 19
PORT RICHEY FL 34668-2859

HOUSE OF TANSINC...........ooeeuntn 141.85
6628 RIDGE RD
PORT RICHEY FL 34668-6837

HUDSON BEACH MARINA. .............. 1,341.24
MALACOS HOLDINGS INC
6625 CLARK ST
HUDSON FL 34667-1354

HUFF CARBIDETOOLINC................. 3,963.52
6541 INDUSTRIAL AVE
PORT RICHEY FL 34668-6852

HUFFSTUTLERROY ..........cccoveinnnt. 16.03
36020 LAKE PASADENA RD LOT 22
DADE CITY FL 33525-8416

[ STYLEHAIRSALONINC ................ 117.55
24406 STATE ROAD 54
LUTZ FL 33559-7303

IBAHN GENERAL HOLDINGS CORP ........ 11,570.88
(/0 MERITAX LLC
14901 QUORUM DR STE 740
DALLASTX 75254-7524

INCRETE SYSTEMS ..ot 4,539.63
THE EUCLID CHEMICAL COMPANY
19218 REDWOOD RD
CLEVELAND OH 44110-2736

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES .............. 1,238.19
OF AMERICA
PO BOX 1167
DADE CITY FL 33526-1167

INTECHFUNDING ...t 734.98
PROPERTY TAX DEPT
201 E HUNTINGTON DR # 201
MONROVIA CA91016-8010

INTERNATIONAL GRANITE & STONE ... 9,828.71
1842 GUNN HWY
ODESSA FL 33556-3524

[TANTANNING OF FLORIDAINC............. 3,236.85
GRAND TETON INVESTMENT GROUP
12005 WHITMARSH LN
TAMPA FL 33626-1737

J &E CUSTOM CABINETSINC............... 954.40
(/0 EFFIE DESKINS
9926 DENTON AVE
HUDSON FL 34667-4388

J&SPRINTINGING. ... 158.04
13754 POWDER KEG CT
HUDSON FL 34667-6488

JALLOOIL. ..o 2,168.84
16055 STATE ROAD 52 STE 201
LAND O LAKES FL 34638-6814

JAMESLAURA. ... 29.53
PO BOX 771
ARIPEKA FL 34679-0771

JAMES PRESTA AUTOMOTIVELLC. .......... 33.73
8123 RIDGE RD STE9
PORT RICHEY FL 34668-7057

JIFFYLUBE. ... 24.18
SOUTH BAY LUBE INC
21345 STATE ROAD 54
LUTZ FL 33549-6918

IMISTARFING ..o 248.80
1930 LAND O LAKES BLVD STE 11
LUTZ FL 33549-2923

JOHNSON THERESA MERLENE. ............. 35.33
39846 SUNBURST DR
DADE CITY FL 33525-1473

K'E MARTIN DEVELOPMENT OF ........... 2,123.79
PASCO INC
14341 PEACE BLVD
SPRING HILL FL 34610-8526

KACHER CONSTRUCTION ................. 2,984.85
9741 DELRAY DR
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34654-5615

KIMBALL COURTMHPK................... 94.66
4616 KIMBALL CT
ZEPHYRHILLS FL 33542-7139

KING GREGORY & BOLINTERRI............... 70.55
17721 NICKS DR
SPRING HILL FL 34610-6811

KING OF WRAPS INCTHE................. 114.94
9204 US HIGHWAY 19 STE 2
PORT RICHEY FL 34668-4853

KMH CARDIOLOGY DIAGNOSTICCTR ..... 8,930.22
NEENA KENWAR
2075 HADWEN RD
MISSISSAUGA ONTARIO L5K 2L3
CANADA

KOZY ACRES MOBILE HOMEPARK .......... 20.95
8106 GALL BLVD
ZEPHYRHILLS FL 33541-7502

LARIVIERECHERIE. ..................e. 144.29
6901 CALIENTE BLVD LOT 13
LAND O LAKES FL 34637-7882

LAKE KERSEY FARMSINC................ 330.85
19815 STATE ROAD 52
LAND O LAKES FL 34637-7012

LAND O LAKESCITGO...........etee 1,508.12
3939 LAND O LAKES BLVD
LAND O LAKES FL 34639-4421

LANE-GLOBOWLINC.................. 2,493.51
8631 0LD COUNTY ROAD 54
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34653-6407

LANE-GLO LANESNORTHINC............ 3,217.93
LANGLO ARTHUR E INC
8631 0LD COUNTY ROAD 54
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34653-6407

LAUNCHPADTHE ..., 120.56
REVITUP ENTERPRISES LLC
ROSOFF ILENE
253 PINEAVEN STEA
OLDSMAR FL 34677-4630

LED LIGHTING PRODUCTSINC.............. 554.78
2210 DESTINY WAY
ODESSA FL 33556-3408

LESLIEROGERS ... 52.59
5809 BROADMORE ST
ZEPHYRHILLS FL 33542-3240

LEWISTREVAJANICE ..............ceee. 18.72
4699 CONTINENTAL DR LOT 47
HOLIDAY FL 34690-5602

LIFESOURCE HEALTH & WELLNESS......... 3,449.52
LLC
3842 FLATIRON LP STE 101
WESLEY CHAPEL FL 33544-7824

LIGHTHOUSE DENTAL AND DENTURES........ 48.77
4843 US HIGHWAY 19
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34652-4252

LITTLEROAD MOBIL. .........c.cuetnt. 1,814.33
6927 LITTLERD
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34655-1011

LOCALWRAPS......coviiiiiiiinns
7727 LAND O LAKES BLVD
LAND O LAKES FL 34638-5704

LONG & ASSOCIATE OF TAMPALLC. ........
21750 STATE ROAD 54
LUTZ FL 33549-6921

LORRAINE'S FAMILY RESTAURANT .........
7804 LAND O LAKES BLVD
LAND O LAKES FL 34638-5701

LYNNESPLACE. ..ot
4959 LEMONWOOD LP
HOLIDAY FL 34690-4029

M &M CONCESSIONSINC ..................
7152 MAYSVILLE CT
WESLEY CHAPEL FL 33545-8235

MADSON CLARENCE....................
5248 BRUNSWICK ST
ZEPHYRHILLS FL 33542-3340

MAGEELINDAMARY ...................
5133 HILLSIDE DRIVE
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34652-2404

MARBLE SLAB CREAMERY #518...........
TWISTED TREATS LLC
18313 HOLLAND HOUSE LP
LAND O LAKES FL 34638-8142

MARKETING DIRECTORY SERVICES.........
INC
13622 PLANTATION LAKE CIR
HUDSON FL 34669-2441
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MASTER RECYCLING..............ete 13,352.32

1980 RESERVIOR ST
POMONA (A 91766-5543

MCCAFFREY HELEN. ....................
14920 OGDEN LOOP
ODESSA FL 33556-3615

MCCARTHYBRIAN ..............oenees
4699 CONTINENTAL DR LOT 48
HOLIDAY FL 34690-5602

MEDICAL SPECIALISTOF ................
TAMPA BAY LLC
2228 US HIGHWAY 19
HOLIDAY FL 34691-4351

MILE STRETCH MARKET ................. 1,740.02

SOUTHERN POINT INC
5317 MILE STRETCH DR
HOLIDAY FL 34690-6061

WESLEY CHAPEL FUEL INC
27616 WESLEY CHAPEL BLVD
WESLEY CHAPEL FL 33544-4200

MOBILEONTHERUN .................. 3,702.82

JALLO OIL DISTRIBUTORS
16055 STATE ROAD 52 STE 201
LAND O LAKES FL 34638-6814

MORALESJUAN ........oooiiiint.
4620 KIMBALL CT
ZEPHYRHILLS FL 33542-7139

MORETTIJESSICA. ...
14417 USHWY 19 4 28
HUDSON FL 34667-7198

MOSQUITO GRILLAND BAR..............
COF PASCO INC
4422 LAND O LAKES BLVD
LAND O LAKES FL 34639-3919

NEW PORT RICHEY FOODMART. ...........
7502 US HIGHWAY 19
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34652-1241

NEW TAMPA SURGERY CENTER.......... 6,901.60

5501 W GRAY ST
TAMPA FL 33609-1007

NICHOLS NATHANPOR .................
MELISSA RUTH
20401 US HIGHWAY 98 LOT 7
DADE CITY FL 33523-6652

NORTH PINELLAS CHILDRENS............ 1,859.44

MEDICAL CENTER
31860 US HIGHWAY 19N
PALM HARBOR FL 34684-3713

P& KENGINEERINGLLC.................
PARRA & KARIMI ENGINEERING LLC
2035 CAMP INDIANHEAD RD
LAND O LAKES FL 34639-5281

PALM HARBOR SPINE CENTER............
5307 MAIN ST
STE 104N
NEW PORT RICHEY FL 34652-2513

PARISIMICHAEL ........ooeiiiiiit
2044 PARK CRESCENT DR
LAND O LAKES FL 34639-5428
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PARK AT BARRINGTON PLACETHE ...... 11,107.13
PO BOX 171
LARGO FL 33779-0171

PASCO ANIMAL HOSPITALPA ............ 298.60
4605 US HIGHWAY 19
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34652-4943

PASCO CENTERFOR ........covvnennnnn. 71.15
RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
14100 FIVAY ROAD
STE 265
HUDSON FL 34667-7151

PASCO RECYCLINGINC................. 2,732.42
(/0 DEDE MADILL
15641 US HIGHWAY 301
DADE CITY FL 33523-2412

PATEL BHASKERJMDPA................ 557.24
CARDIOVASCULAR CLINICINC
5535 GRAND BLVD
NEW PORT RICHEY FL 34652-3843

PAW MATERIALSINC ................. 12,760.68
6640 STATE RD 52
HUDSON FL 34667-6764

PERICH CATARACT & LASEREYE........... 5,621.73
CENTER
(/0 LARRY PERICH DO PA
2020 SEVEN SPRINGS BLVD
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34655-3933

PERKINSJOHN ..., 30.78
PO BOX 941
LAND O LAKES FL 34639-0941

PHOTORENA .......cooiiiiiiis 33.73
9409 US HIGHWAY 19 STE 103
PORT RICHEY FL 34668-4626

PITASREPUBLIC. ... 120.56
2205 COLLIER PKWY
LAND O LAKES FL 34639-5285

PLANTATION PALMS GOLF CLUBLLC ..... 3,593.38
MJS GOLF GROUP LLC
23253 PLANTATION PALMS BLVD
LAND O LAKES FL 34639-6750

PORTRICHEY CASINOINC ................. 224.06
ALEX KOLOKITHAS
6520 RIDGE RD
PORT RICHEY FL 34668-6835

PREMIER CHOICE FITNESS LLC. ........... 1,750.81
7322 LITTLERD
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34654-5518

PREMIER WELDING & FABRICATIONS...... 373.61
LLC
6219 WENDELL DR
WESLEY CHAPEL FL 33544-5804

PRIMEBAR ..o, 1,640.32
RESTAURANTS AMERICA
1840 PICKWICK AVE
GLENVIEW IL 60026-1307

PROVIDENCE ENGRAVING LLC............ 192.46
2444 MERCHANT AVE STE 103
ODESSA FL 33556-3485

QUAIL HOLLOW GOLF & CLUB.......... 12,246.83
QUAIL HOLLOW GOLF LLC
2019 OSPREY LN
LUTZ FL 33549-9374

QUAIL HOLLOW RESTAURANT........... 4,813.83
QUAIL HOLLOW RESTAURANT LLC
2019 OSPREY LN
LUTZ FL 33549-9374

QUALITY CONCRETE CUT & CORE ............... 66.73
DRILLING LLC
39246 SOUTH AVE
ZEPHYRHILLS FL 33542-5254

R&MDRILLINGLLC. ........ceeeetat 7,437.32
PO BOX 1189
SAN ANTONIO FL 33576-1189

RSSUPPLYINC........ccoiiiiiiiins 792.89
10416 SPARGE ST
PORT RICHEY FL 34668-2139

RADIANCEMEDSPA. .............c.e. 5,564.07
(/0 ATHENA'S LASER & SPA
4113 LITTLE RD STE 102
NEW PRT RCHY FL 34655-1716

REDDITTDALEW &......ovvviiviae 7115
SIMMONS BETTY JOE
PO BOX 823
CRYSTAL SPGS FL 33524-0823

RESSFOODMART.......coiiiininntn 783.74
13851 7TH ST
DADE CITY FL 33525-4915

RICHARD JNEUHOFERINC.................. 26.43
32121 KUMQUAT TREE LN
DADE CITY FL 33523-6788
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ROCK OF AGES GRANITE & MARBLE ... ... 31719 SOMMERSRACING . ....vvvveeeeeeenn... 3373 VATSCON INCORPORATED .............. 3,301.97
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An American Tradition

Public notice is an important tool in assuring an
informed citizenry. Notices are mandated by legisla-
tures to make sure there is a public window into the
activities of governments, officers of the court and
others holding a public trust. There are four key ele-
ments to a valid public notice. It should be executed
by an entity outside the one mandated to provide
notice, so proper checks and balances are in place.

A public notice informs citizens of government
or government-related activities that affect citizens’
everyday lives. A public notice typically has four ele-

ments:

Types of Public Notices

There are three standard types:

» Citizen participation notices
inform the public about proposed gov-
ernment action and allow the public
time to react to such proposals.

One such example is a public hear-
ing notice.

* Business and commerce notices

* Independent: A public notice is published in a
forum independent of the government, typically in a
local newspaper.

* Archivable: A public notice is archived in a secure
and publicly available format.

* Accessible: A public notice is capable of being ac-
cessed by all segments of society.

» Verifiable: The public and the source f the notice
are able to verify that the notice was published, usu-
ally by an affidavit provided by the publisher.

(Adapted from the Public Resource Notice Center)

relate to government contracts and
purchases. Notices of contract bids al-
low citizens to ensure that the govern-
ment is operating in accordance with
principles of equal opportunity and is
acting responsibly in spending tax-
payer money.

¢ Court notices are required of
many non-governmental entities that

use public powers or institutions in
some way. Examples include no-
tices of home mortgage foreclosures,
which can provide a public alert of
widespread credit problems, fraud in
underwriting and a basis for analyses
of housing trends.

This notice allows the public to
object to an appointment based on any
conflict of interest.

The history of public notices
Public notices existed long before the
emergence of newspapers. The concept
itself began when early civilizations
posted notices in public squares. This
crude method was eventually refined
with the publication of the first English
language newspaper in 1665 — a court
newspaper called the Oxford Gazette.
After being renamed The London
Gazette, this official newspaper carried
notices from the King’s Court, London

officials and outlying regions.

The American system is modeled after
the British system. State governments
published public notices before Ameri-
ca’s founding, and the newly-created fed-
eral government followed suit. In 1789,
the Acts of the First Congress required
the Secretary of State to publish all bills,
orders, resolutions and congressional
votes in at least three publicly available
newspapers.

An important premise both in federal

and local governments of the United
States, as well as in many republics
around the world, is that information
about government activities must be
accessible for the electorate to make
well-informed decisions.

Public notices in newspapers still
provide this accessibility to citizens who
want to know more about government
activities. Public notice laws serve to out-
line the most effective method of reach-
ing the public.

Public notice supports due process

Public notices are integral to demo-
cratic governance and stem from the
right to “due process of law” guaranteed
by the federal and state constitutions.
Due process of law protects Ameri-
cans’ rights from arbitrary or wrongful
violations. This concept has two parts:
substantive due process and procedural
due process.

Substantive due process refers to the

types of rights that are protected. Proce-
dural due process refers to the means of
protecting those rights.

Substantive due process ensures that
certain basic rights are not violated,
while procedural due process may
require suitable notice and a hearing
before a government or court-appointed
body can act in a way that may affect
those basic rights.

Public notices play a vital role in

WHY NEWSPAPERS?

Newspapers are the primary source

Newspapers, founded on the constitutional
right of free press, have been serving the
public’s right to know in America since pre-
colonial times and on the European conti-
nent since the 17th century. Because of their
traditional information role in society and
their long-established independence, newspa-
pers remain the primary source for publishing
public notices.

Upholding the public’s right to know is
essential to our country’s way of life. Our
government governs with the consent of the
people, and this consent must be informed.
Local newspapers keep the public informed
about the inner workings of their respective
state and local governments, thereby allowing
citizens to participate more fully in the demo-
cratic process. Without this participation, the
potential for misguided policies increases.

Newspaper tradition

Newspapers allow the government to notify
the public of government actions. The govern-
ment has a fundamental responsibility to en-
sure adequate notification to the public of its
actions. Therefore, the government has a duty
to make sure the methods used in satisfying
this responsibility are the most effective.

Newspapers provide neutrality from govern-
ment and credible distance from political pres-
sures or partisan disagreements. Local and
community newspapers serve as third-party
reporters to the public, publishing information
that can be beneficial or sometimes detrimen-
tal to the government’s public image. They
provide an environment for notices that the

public traditionally has regarded as neutral.
Public notices in this print environment gain
credibility because of the long history of trust
in the local newspaper.

Placing notices on government Web sites
undermines this neutral interest and removes
a critical check and balance. While it may
seem appealing on the surface in an age of
ever-more sophisticated government Web
sites, the potential for mishandling is great.

On the other hand, public notices in inde-
pendent newspapers increase government
transparency by opening up the decision-
making process to the public’s eyes. Without
this oversight, local governments could enact
controversial policies without input from the
public.

Newspapers serve as effective monitors of
governments and ensure that they publish
information as required by law. Public notices
are typically required by a statute or a regula-
tion. The independent press can provide a
valuable civic role by helping to monitor that
the notices were published when required. If
governments were responsible for publishing
their own notices, no neutral and independent
entity would have the incentive and the means
to track public-notice publication.

Newspapers: The hest
medium for public notices

Newspapers, for the most of the repub-
lic’s history, have been the accepted medium
for public notices. This is exactly where the
public, even infrequent readers, expects to find
them. In addition, specialized publications,
such as legal newspapers, are well known for

substantive and procedural due process
because they provide a window into
government actions and also afford
notice to citizens of actions about to
take place so they may exercise their
constitutional right to be heard. Notifi-
cation not only informs the individual
or entity most directly affected, but it
also informs the public, which has an
interest in knowing how public powers
are being used.

providing public notices to the population
through legal communities. Other general
interest newspapers, such as county seat
weeklies, are the forum where county citizens
expect to locate notices of important public
business. Furthermore, the
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THE RISKS OF NOTICES
ONLY ON THE INTERNET

Although it has been part of American
society for a quarter-century as a network
for scholars and government agencies, the
Internet has been widely used by citizens for
about 15 years.

Because of its structure with computer
clients and servers, information packets and
open-network codes, the Internet remains
vulnerable and sometimes unstable. Power
surges, corrupted software and downed serv-
ers can disrupt access. Government agencies
cannot ensure that information located on a
server is secure.

Even a highly technological site like that
of the Pentagon’s has been affected. In June
2007, the Pentagon was forced to take about
1,500 computers off-line because of a cyber-
attack. Then-Defense Department Secretary
Robert Gates stated that the Pentagon sees
hundreds of attacks every day.

Public notices guard our constitutional
right to due process of law by informing
citizens of government action and providing
proof of publication via notarized affida-
vits of publication. Unlike the time-tested
and trusted local newspapers that citizens
have come to rely on for public notices, the
Internet is an unstable medium for informa-
tion. While it is valuable tool in disseminating
information, it has not yet reached a level of
sophistication and technological stability that
would justify its supplanting newspapers as
the primary venue for public notices.

It is still uncertain how a “Net” affidavit
could show proof of a public notice publica-
tion when constant technological change
makes any attempt at archiving and access-
ing such a document online for any signifi-
cant time dubious.

No less problematic for the Internet
is its reach. Those who live in rural areas
where broadband does not exist and others
who simply cannot afford the Internet can-
not access web public notices. In situations
where foreclosures are on the rise due, in
part, to predatory mortgage lending, more,
not less, access to public notices is needed to
better inform citizens about their rights and
their choices.

It is difficult to justify, then, moving public
notices from newspapers only to public-
notice Web sites administered either by
already over-burdened state governments or
by third-party vendors who lack the experi-
ence and long-term viability newspapers have
proven in publishing notices.

So far in the Internet age, newspapers
remain the most trusted and primary method
for providing citizens access to public notices.

move notices of federal asset forfeitures out of

newspapers and onto a Web site administered

by the Department of Justice. Yet, the courts

have little research to show that the Justice

Department’s Web site will produce viable, ac-

cessible, archivable notices.
While Internet web

vast majority of these notices
arrive at citizens’ homes in a
context that compels reader-
ship (amid local news, sports
features and other content).
Another reason for the
effectiveness of newspapers
is that newspapers provide
valid evidence of readership.
Legislatures are rightly
concerned about web-only
notices, given the digital
divide between rich and poor,
rural and urban residents.
The Internet is either too
costly or simply geographi-
cally unavailable to large
segments of society.
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pages pose serious archiving
challenges, newspapers, on
the other hand, become his-
torical documents. They are
oriented and published with
a date on every page. They
cannot be deceptively altered
after printing as a web page
could. Historians, judges,
lawyers, genealogists and
researchers, to name only

a few, use newspapers and
public notices in particular
as sources for records.

Newspaper notices
protect due process
Procedural due process, as

Notices become
historical records

The newspaper as paper of record is an im-
portant factor in the public policy of notices.
Government Web sites cannot provide a se-
cure archival history the way newspapers can.
Electronic records lack permanence and can
easily be intentionally or accidentally erased.
Even the Library of Congress has recognized
this shortcoming and has embarked upon a
major project to attempt to archive digital re-
cords that are in danger of being “forever lost”
due to Internet impermanence.

Despite these problems, the federal courts
unwisely approved a rule change to the Feder-
al Rules of Civil Procedure recently that would

granted by the U.S. Con-
stitution and interpreted
by courts, generally requires an individual to
receive notice and a hearing before he or she
is deprived of certain rights or property. For
example, before a person’s home is sold by a
county sheriff at a foreclosure sale, he or she
must receive notice of the foreclosure sale and
an opportunity to save the house from foreclo-
sure. If the owner does not receive the notice,
he may challenge the sale in court. The court
may then void the sale or prevent the sale from
happening to protect due process.

Newspapers are generally paid to run public
notices, which recognizes that their publica-
tion creates a cost in paper, ink and delivery.




